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Classification of Offenses. 

The term “offenses known to the police’’ is designed to include 
those crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification 
occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prose- 
cuting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the fol- 
lowing group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
to be those most generally and completely reported to the police: 
Criminal homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, 
and (b) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated 
assault; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft; and auto 
theft. The figures contained herein include also the number of 
attempted crimes of the designated classes. Attempted murders, 
however, are reported as aggravated assaults. In other words, an 
attempted burglary or robbery, for example, is reported in the bulle- 
tin in the same manner as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless 
are not included in the tabulations which follow. 

In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification. 


(1) 
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1. Criminal homicide—({a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes all 
felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include attempts 
to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental deaths, (6) 
Manslaughter by negligence—includes only those cases in which death is caused 
by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the person responsible 
for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for manslaughter. 


2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 
rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person 
by foree or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, 
robbery armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering—Includes burglary, housebreaking, safe 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft)—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. 
(b) Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the property stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, “‘con’’ games, forgery, 
passing worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft.—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven away 
and abandoned, including the so-called “joy-riding” thefts. Does not include 
taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unauthorized 
use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the FBI does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information, which may throw some light on problems of crime 
and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 

Extent of Reporting Area. 

The number of police departments contributing one or more crime 
reports for the first 3 months of 1936 is shown in the following table. 
The information is presented for the cities divided according to size. 
The population figures employed are estimates as of July 1, 1933, by 
the Bureau of the Census for all cities with population in excess of 
10,000. No estimates were available, however, for those with a 
smaller number of inhabitants and, accordingly, for them the figures 
listed in the 1930 decennial census were used. 

The growth in the crime reporting area is evidenced by the follow- 
ing figures for the first 3 months of 1932-36. 








| 











Year | Cities | Population | Year | Cities bse 
——_—_—_—_—_—_—_— 
airs otha casi 1,476 | 49,368, 231 || 1995..............-.-------- 1,833 | 62, 304, 616 
| ee 1, 561 §3, 206, 620 || 1936...................... 2, 111 63, 766, 619 
Se ankeccosekininesacd . 1, 593 61, 715, 079 











The above comparison shows that during the first 3 months of 1936 
there was an increase of 278 cities as compared with 1935. 

In addition to the 2,111 city and village police departments which 
submitted crime reports during 1936, one or more reports were re- 
ceived during that period from 862 sheriffs and State police units and 
from 6 agencies in possessions of the United States. This makes a 
grand total of 2,979 agencies contributing crime reports during 1936. 
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Cities filing Population represented 
a returns Total in returns 
Population group sy eitios “a 

or towns Number Percent 
5 EE EE 983 57, 336, 429 | 95. 1 
1. Cities over 250,000-..........-- 37 29, 415, 100 99. 1 
2. Cities 100,000 to 250,000. _..... 57 7, 850, 312 100. 0 
3. Cities 50,000 to 100,000. ........ 104 6, 325, 670 90. 6 
4. Cities 25,000 to 50,000. _.._..- 191 5, 978, 777 90. 1 
5. Cities 10,000 to 25,000. _....... - 7, 766, 570 85.2 






Note.—The above table does not include 1,252 cities and rural townships aggregating a total popula- 
tion of 6,430,190. The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 population filing returns, 
whereas the rural townships are of varying population groups. 


MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 


In table 1 there is shown the number of offenses reported during 
the first 3 months of 1936 by the police departments of 1,667 cities 
with an aggregate population of 58,477,539. The figures are divided 
into 6 groups according to size of city and also include data showing 
the number of offenses per 100,000 inhabitants. The figures have 
been presented in this fom in order that the data for individual 
cities may be compared with the national averages for cities of 
approximately the same size. 

he compilation shows that more than 95 percent of the offenses 
reported consisted of crimes against property (larceny, burglary, auto 
theft, and robbery), whereas offenses against the person constituted 
4.6 percent of the crimes reported. The following percentage distri- 
bution contains figures for individual types of crimes. 














i} | 
Offense —— Percent Offense i Percent 
AOD sh ca cae 296. 4 100.0 || Robbery.........-..--.---- 15.3 5.2 
— ——|| Aggravated assault... ._.__- 9.9 3.3 
RI kc i nbsdencncsieccon 149. 8 GG OF Bi iodastnsennccsucdcnbies 1.6 8 
sis cctheacstevseconch 72.1 SS Oe i dcithcn tnedtinconiietes 1.4 5 
TE Tc cicatiabntitiemivnd 45.3 15.3 || Manslaughter............- 10 3 





Most of the police departments forwarding crime reports to the 
F B I divided bunts of larceny into two groups, those in which the 
value of the property stolen was $50 or more, and those in which the 
value was less than $50. Of the cities with more than 100,000 
inhabitants, 82 reported larceny data classified in accordance with 


the foregoing, and a separate compilation of that information is 
presented below. 


Larceny—theft 


Population group $50 and over | Under $50 


in value in value 
30 cities over 250,000; total population, 19,669,700: 
a ao ch ccs pengniieduaitendunnams adden stia 4, 525 27, 430 
J SA a hat nimmniggnibidiibtidabdditinkiiieaiaih 23.0 139. 5 
52 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total population, 7,265,312: 
Sy CONES, 5a dicbécnsnilasescsbanbdiudisscbsnasgthpeed 1,718 12, 860 
BURIT M h ca icicladan iis nn incense inet esetteiteainn bethtnielilsb lien Daahedelienbaebcatinl 23.6 177.0 
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The above compilation shows that the police departments in cities 
with more than 250,000 inhabitants reported lower rates for both 
larceny classes than the communities with from 100,000 to 250,000 
inhabitants. 


TABLE 1.—Offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 1936; number 
and rates per 100,000, by population groups 


| Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 














tion, 5,013,122: 


Number of offenses known q 7 3,677 | 8, 583 1, 952 
Rate per 100,000. 0.9 0.7 1.5 8.9 9.3 73.3 171.2 38.9 
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435 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total popula- 
tion, 6,705,261: 


Criminal | 
homicide 
l | par 
Mur- giary— 
Aggra- _| Lar- 
Population group = Man- | Rape — vated _ ceny— —_ 
; | Slaugh- ¥ | assault 8 theft 
negli- . enter 
ter by : 
gent : ing 
negli- 
man- ones 
slaugh- 8 
ter 
Sr et rei alee enon aries 
GROUP I | 
34 cities over 250,000; total population, | 
28,682,600: 
Number of offenses known. ------- 403 1368 570 | 5,759 | 2,736 | 20,148 | 39,138 | 14,044 
Rate per 100,000........__.. 1.4 1.4 2.0) 20.1 9.5 70.2) 136.5 49.0 
GROUP II | 
| 
54 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total popu- 
lation, 7,496,212: | 
Number of offenses known--_--_---- 130 | 7 113 | 1,154 1,102 | 7,775 | 15,003 | 4,788 
Rate per 100,000_.............--- 1.7 0.9 1.5 5.4 14.7 103.7 200. 1 63.9 
GROUP IIT | 
82 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total popu- 
lation, 5,588,309: 
Number of offenses known_- 81 32 52 7 699 | 4,430] 11,130 | 2,665 
Rate per 100,000____. 1.4 0.6 0.9 13.5 12.5 79.3 199. 2 47.7 
GROUP IV 
144 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total popula- 
Number of offenses known 80 47 81 499 552 | 3,810] 8,958 | 2,002 
Rate per 100,000__. 1.2 0.7 1.2 7.4 8.2 56.8 133. 6 29.9 
GROUP VI | 


918 cities under 10,000; total population, 
4,992,035: 

Number of offenses known 53 26 70 326 240 2, 342 4, 769 1, 061 

Rate per 100,000 1.1 0.5 1.4 6.5 4.8 46.9 95. 5 21.3 





Total 1,667 cities; total popula- | | | 
lation, 58,477,539: | | 
Number of offenses known 792 | 2576 963 | 8, 941 5,795 | 42,182 | 87,581 | 26,512 
Rate per 100,000 ‘ 1.4 | 1.0 1.6 15.3 9.9 72.1 149.8 45.3 








1 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 32 cities with a 
total population of 26,954,400. 

2 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 1,665 cities with 
& total population of 56,749,339. 


Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1936. 
In table 2 there are presented data for the first quarter of 1936 
indicating the monthly variations in the number of offenses reported 


to the police departments of 88 cities with a combined population of 
36,178,812. 
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The figures for robbery showed a downward trend during the first 
3 months of the year, whereas the figures for rape and aggravated 
assault evidenced increases. The figures for the remaining offense 
classes showed irregular variations. 


TaBLE 2.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 88 cities over 100,000, 
January to March, inclusive, 1936 


| Total population, 36,178,812, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 





Criminal homicide 























ioe 
gegra ry 
Month Murder, | Man- Rene Rob- | vated Treak- nae Auto 
nonneg- | slaugh- I bery as- ing or theft theft 
ligent ter by sault enter 
man- negli- ing 
slaughter | gence 
| | — | ee -,- | 
JRO ig conteatctends 5.8 14.8} 69] 802] 382 309.8} 601.8 | 207.8 
February ---.-.----- ms 5.7 3.8 7.6 78. 1 40. 6 289. 3 561.7 191.3 
March ; 6.1 5.8 l 69.7 47.6 320.3 | 619.2 220.7 
January to March. --. 5.9 4.8 | 7.5 76.0 42.2 | 306.8 | 595.0 | 206.9 
! Daily averages for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 86 cities with a total population 
of 34,450,612. 


Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-36. 

Information concerning annual crime trends is of great significance 
to students of the crime problem. Such data are made available in 
table 3. The figures are based on the reports received from the police 
departments of 68 cities each with more than 100,000 inhabitants. 
The combined population of those cities in 1930 was 18,544,174. The 
latest available figures (estimated as of July 1, 1933, by the Bureau 
of the Census) indicate that the population of those cities has increased 
to 19,063,102. In interpreting the crime figures presented in table 3 
consideration should be given to the population change which has 
occurred in the cities represented. 

The compilation shows a decrease in the number of cases of murder 
and nonnegligent manslaughter but does not show a corresponding 
decrease in the number of offenses of aggravated assault. Generally, 
it may be expected that the figures for those two types of crimes would 
show similar trends. The figures for murder and nonnegligent man- 
slaughter represent willful felonious homicides, and it should be noted 
that much of the decrease shown for the first quarter of 1936 may be 
attributable to the fact that during 1935 it was determined that some 
police departments had been including homicides which were excusable 
in character. Instances of this sort, such as the killing of a felon who 
was resisting arrest by a police officer, and killing in self-defense by 
private individuals have doubtless been more generally excluded from 
the crime reports during the first quarter of 1936, with a resultant 
decrease in the number of felonious homicides reported. 

During the 6-year period covered by the compilation, there have 
been general decreases in the number of robberies and auto thefts 
reported, and the reductions have been quite substantial. With refer- 
ence to burglary and larceny, it may be noted that the figures evidence 
an irregular variation, although the figures for the first quarter of 
1936 show a decrease as compared with the corresponding period of 
1935. 
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The cases listed under the heading of ‘‘manslaughter by negligence”’ 
consist largely of automobile fatalities, and it will be observed that 
the figure for the first quarter of 1936 is substantially lower than for 
preceding periods. This should be treated as due to a change in the 
procedure employed in scoring violations of this type rather than as 
a decrease in the number of offenses committed. In 1934 it was ascer- 
tained that quite a number of the police departments had listed as 
actual offenses of negligent manslaughter all cases of automobile fatali- 
ties, whereas in recent periods scndaniehi stress has been placed upon 
the fact that deaths resulting from automobile accidents should be 
carried under this classification only if the driver of the automobile 
was guilty of gross criminal negligence. 

The information included in table 3 is also graphically presented 
in figure 1. 


TasLe 3.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 68 cities over 100,000, 
January to March, inclusive, 1931-36 


[Total population 19,063,102, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal homicide 
Bur- 


Agera-| glary— | yo. 
Murder, | Man- | pane break- a 
nonneg- | slaugh- | **®! bery | as- ing or | DY theft 
: theft 
ligent ter by sault enter- 
man- negli- ing 
slaughter | gence 








Number of offenses known: 
eS a ue 


357 352 276 | 5,694 2, 213 17, 520 | 36,612 | 21, 560 
1932. 363 303 286 | 5, 234 953 19, 213 | 36, 556 18, 492 
1933 380 229 305 5, 168 278 19, 903 | 38,711 16, 993 
1934 316 314 301 3, 946 2, 146 18, 671 | 39, 724 14, 077 
1935 343 226 336 3, 657 2, 145 18, 571 | 40, 683 14, 474 
1936_. 295 181 311 3, 138 2, 182 16, 097 | 36, 963 11,471 

Daily average: 

Sk on 4.0 3.9 3.1 63.3 24.6 194.7 | 406.8 239.6 
1932 4.0 3.3 3.1 57.5 21.5 211.1 401.7 203. 2 
1933. 4.2 2.5 3.4 57.4 25.3 212.1 430. 1 188. 8 
1934 3.5 3.5 3.3 43.8 23.8 207.5 441.4 156. 4 
1935 3.8 2.5 3.7 40.6 23.8 206.3 | 452.0 160. 8 
Ptiddssansnndadpiedebanss 3.2 2.0 3.4 34.5 24.0 176.9 | 406.2 126. 1 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 

In table 4 there is presented information regarding the number of 
police departments whee reports were employed in the preparation 
of figures representing crime rates for the individual States. This in- 
formation is included here in order to show the number of such con- 
tributors according to size of city, and it is believed it will be helpful 
in evaluating the crime data for individual States, since table 1 has 
indicated that there is a noticeable tendency for the large cities to 
report higher crime rates than the smaller communities. It should 
be further observed that in several instances the number of records 
entering into the construction of State rates is quite limited. In 
some cases the figures for individual States are based on reports from 
only four or five police departments. Obviously, the crime rates 
based on such a limited number of records may differ considerabl 
from the figures which would result if reports were available from all 
urban communities in the State. 

In table 5 there are presented the crime rates for the individual 
States, together with figures for nine geographic divisions of the 
country. 
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TABLE 4.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform 
crime reports, January to March, inclusive, 1936 


Division and State 


250 


“over | 10,000 | 
250,000 





2 nan 
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | 
New England: 168 cities; total population, | 
II issih les Scio docile up ibis ieidie a te Sai aan 
Middle Atlantic: 440 cities; total population, 
18,097,399_...- 6 
East North Central: 416. Cities; total ‘popula- 
tion, 15,497,260 - 9 
West North Central: 188 cities; “total popula- 
tion, 4,357,907__. ‘ 
i Atlantic: 1 102. cities; total population, 
wn idicethnbhekonpimis mands min hii 2 
East South Central: 48 cities; total population, 
I Isis in inscasccc'e signin ensnals tics aeertalanbintoentiie Fadeba 3 
West South Central: 92 cities; total popula- 
tion, 3,177,973 
Mountain: 
Pacific: 146 cities; tot al population, 5,367, 690. 
New England: 
ERE nn ch dankbwnh cidnbaonnneeeena 
EEE ae | 
Vermont. .......--- 
Massachusetts... _----- 
Rhode Island eliotn 
a ness Rliee tale catip alice a 
Middle Atlantic: | 
New York ‘ siete | 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania_-.-.......- Kuicitis eddies 
East North Central: 
Ohio. e . on | 
Indiana one ; nici neal 
Illinois 
Michigan dann | 
Wisconsin ile Con eubbsiccdiaesabiemors | 
West North C entral: 
Minnesota ; : 2 
lial tance gene ecepeailess 
Missouri = 7 1 
North Dakota 
South Dakota. 
Nebraska Seat 
io seal hdichancepetanranmmsicerm end enanaat 
South Atlantic: | 
ehh, aot ails ste as Dh nial eariogl baits 
(ae ane | 1 
Wai dn tenecnsoe 
West Virginia. ---- 
North Carolina a 
South Carolina. ---. emabnhaomendinn a 
Georgia. ose onumiecaive 
dL nan ae nadaeakenitann 
East South Central: 
Kentucky ; 1 
Tennessee giicnaie na 1 
Alabama enaeel 1 
Mississippi ‘ RY 
West South Central: | 
Arkansas : 
Louisiana _--- am 1 
Oklahoma. ---- ue .-| ; 
Sia nebnt cipal anbitatonsiipakedondted ‘ 2 
| 











neo 





Mountain: 
Montana_.- hc gdcede eo aeadaene 
noi neehisie paid erutonsl 
Wyoming patnmb eased 
IESE Sy RES new 
New Mexico 


Washington. ; ipeschaniniliielicctncndebeasiiimaads 1 
IS .woccesas cra mihawiendlaaenid i 1 
California. , WR 3 


1 Ineludes District of Columbia. 


3 
7 cities; tot il population, 1,106,017 - 1 | 
v0 
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8 22 
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1 | 3 
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TaBLe 5.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, January to March, 
inclusive, 1936 





posmngl Rob- | Agere | Sreaking (I Ls to 

tos r nonnegli- ob- | ™ reaking |Larceny—| Au 

Division and State gent man-| ®@P¢ | bery a or enter- theft theft 
slaughter ing 


ew aaa wa 


No ee ee eee 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 
PIE ig cutkdncnsnnceause 
























2 1.3 3.8 2.4 61.0 91.4 40.0 
Middle Atlantic..............- > -9 1.8 7.5 7.9 30. 2 52.0 26. 6 
East North Central..............-.- 1.0 1.5 24.5 7.4 74.9 146.4 38.1 
West North Central_...........-- 9 1.1 13.8 3.7 66.1 176.6 49.7 
South Atlantic!.._.............- 4.0 2.0 23.2 37.0 124.8 291.1 68.3 
East South Central_...........---- 4.9 9 28.2 31.8 132.9 200. 5 58.8 
West South Central. _-__-__- 3.4 1.4 19.2 19.2 118. 6 331.3 60.1 
Mountain ‘Anne 2.4 1.5 15.2 4.7 7.1 271.5 64.5 
teen aban nance 1.0 2.6 15.5 6.0 132. 2 276.5 97.7 
New England: 
I iin ince ban .4 .4 5.8 4.1 57.3 82.5 54.0 
New Hampshire. .-.--...-- 0 2.8 1.1 .6 51.4 62.0 7.8 
., sree ae 0 5.0 0 0 10.0 23.7 13.7 
Massachusetts.............--- -2 1.5 4.3 2.8 61.5 86.2 44.3 
Rhode Island_.._........---- 0 0 1.3 1.9 34.7 98.8 14.4 
0 eS 2 -6 4.3 1.4 80. 5 118.6 43.8 
Middle Atlantic: | 
BE Misidéese-ochnecdsnt 9 1.9 4.3 6.9 18.7 42.5 23.5 
i fo eet 6 1.7 9.0 12.4 69. 1 101.4 33.0 
Pennsylvania_................. 1.0 1.7 13.0 7.8 35.9 49.8 30.0 
East North Central: 
ete oki da ae 1.0 9 18.2 8.0 78.4 188. 7 48.1 
Indiana-- - 1.6 1.0 17.1 9.1 84.4 184.0 56.5 
I an Kan awn ; 1.2 9 43.2 8.1 98.0 89.7 28.3 
PE 16. dtoccet iad éaceie -6 3.4 16.6 7.2 51.6 181.1 40.9 
, (I 5 1.1 2.9 1.7 26. 6 101.8 17.4 
West North Central: 
Ds ticlecbc. cack 5 5 10. 6 2.1 66.5 97.2 63.5 
EE ee 3 1.0 8.9 1.6 61.0 163. 2 43.4 
. ee : na 1.4 1.4 17.4 7.2 64.5 251.4 40.2 
EE I inciaccécnststsce 1.9 0 11.4 3.8 78.9 117.8 22.8 
ED I nncscncaccwanes 1.9 9.3 10. 2 0 48.1 117.6 65.7 
a eben -5 -5 13.9 1,2 36.0 117.7 69.2 
SERS nie 1.7 8 20.3 4.9 7.6 272.8 35.3 
South Atlantic: 
hii teckcoleciivegibaw 1.7 .8 3.3 10.9 56.9 128.9 53.6 
RE 1.0 2.1 19.6 2.6 72.0 107.2 50.3 
PL tndepdthbnhseswnaecs 4.5 4.5 19.1 60. 2 141.8 404.8 72.7 
West Virginia. -_....._- 2.6 1.4 10.6 17.8 82.3 186. 0 35.0 
North Carolina... .___-_- 7.2 1.0 18.2 131.6 139. 5 250. 5 65.5 
South Carolina........_.- 4.2 0 15.8 37.4 30.8 420.7 11.6 
> 6.2 4 10.9 25.0 115.1 411.9 50.7 
8.9 1.4 36.0 45.7 259. 1 489.4 101.0 
ME cnccsndéccccc> apes 2.8 .8 29.8 31.7 161.0 252.0 54.5 
i wociscécrecsessan 7.6 1.3 39. 6 41.3 133.3 128. 6 78.9 
Be inckotsaconcs poke 3.7 .6 16.8 21.4 121.6 256.0 48.4 
ES iiceceweccicctcce . 5.2 0 8.7 26.2 47.2 110.2 16.6 
West South Central: 
; 1.4 7 26.3 25.6 123.3 314.5 40.9 
Louisiana - -------- 4.1 1.3 13.8 23.4 68.4 142.7 43.6 
65d atuactniginnienmees 2.1 1.4 26.7 9.1 113.7 307.3 35. 6 
i a es 3.8 1.4 18.0 18.6 141.1 421.2 77.9 
Mountain: 
ia siccinb Sakon , 2.1 2.1 4.3 3.2 48.0 232.8 21.4 
St ti ciciamanbenswiaie all 3.2 3.2 7.9 7.9 52.2 177.3 34.8 
Wyoming. .-...-.-- band 1.6 1.6 6.6 4.9 54.4 245. 5 34.6 
Colorado. ......-.- 2.6 1.8 15.6 3.0 103.3 268. 1 44.7 
New Mexico. ---- 0 0 12.8 1.8 118.8 380. 2 34.7 
} RA RS sae 3.8 1.0 39.2 13.4 154. 8 395. 7 216.9 
eld scccednkaweknas 1.6 1.0 12.0 3.1 97.1 225. 5 74.1 
PN iatginitcnancdenyneeed 2.6 0 15.7 13.1 88.8 342.3 101.9 
Pacific: 
I cundicccdnaeniene 1.5 oa 11.5 6.1 169. 8 264.3 76.4 
at re 4 4 25.0 2.2 155. 4 321.4 68.3 
California... .. a 9 3.3 15.2 6.4 121.9 274.0 105.3 





1 Includes report of District of Columbia. 


Data for Individual Cities. 

Crime data for States and for the entire Nation are essential to indi- 
viduals and organizations studying the problem of crime from the 
viewpoint of a State or of the entire country, and mo designed 


to present such information are included in this b 


etin. However, 
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the handling of crime is largely a problem to be solved by each indi- 
vidual city and a maximum degree of success will be obtained if the 

ublic generally is informed concerning the nature and extent of the 
a crime problem. In order to make such data readily available 
to interested individuals and civic organizations there is presented 
in the following table the number of offenses reported by the police 
departments of individual cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants 
during the first quarter of 1936. 

It doubtless will be desirable for a local community to make a com- 
parison between its figures and the average figures for cities with 
approximately the same population. Such average figures may be 
found in table 1. It is hkewise important to consider whether the 
amount of known crime in a given city is increasing or decreasing in 
comparison with prior periods. Figures for the first quarter of 1934 
and 1935 may be found in volume V, number 1 and volume VI, num- 
ber 1, respectively, of this publication. 

It is suggested that comparisons between the figures of two or more 
individual cities should be made with great caution, because there 
may be present a large number of peculiar local conditions which 
may cause the crime rate in a community to be above or below average. 
More thought should be given to the question whether the amount of 
known crime approximates a satisfactory standard for the individual 
community, considering all of the local factors affecting the problem 
which may be operative in other communities to a greater or lesser 
degree. It should definitely be remembered that on the whole, 
crime is a community problem chargeable to the entire community 
rather than to law-enforcement officials only. 

In examining a compilation of crime figures for individual com- 
munities it should be borne in mind that in view of the fact that the 
data are compiled by different record departments operating under 
separate and distinct administrative systems, it is entirely possible 
that there may be variations in the practices employed in classifying 
complaints of offenses. On the other hand, the crime reporting man- 
ual has been distributed to all contributors of crime reports and the 
figures received are included in this bulletin only if they apparently 
have been compiled in accordance with the provisions of the manual, 
and the individual department has so indicated. 


TaBLeE 6.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 1936 


Murder, - Larceny—theft 
nonneg- = a 
ligent bery Auto 


man- 
slaughter 


Akron, Ohio 

Albany, N. Y 

Baltimore, Md 

Birmingham, Ala 

Boston, Mass... .............. 

Bridgeport, Conn 

Buffalo, N. Y 

I cn nncnnesabbeioese 

SIONS B. canbsnncoscanssnicseccend 

CR dncinccncataecéwe 

Chattan 0 

Chicago, I § ° ‘ 744 
146 

Cleveland, Ohio - aadiemiedll 48 

Columbus, Ohio 507 142 


! Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
2 Not reported. 
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TABLE 6.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 
1936—Continued 


Murder, 

nonneg- 
City ligent 
man- 


slaughter 


DR nondnwcodiccesisis 16 
Dayton, Ohio.... 





Rape 


1 SL Sa aR 


Des Moines, Iowa...........-- 1 
) | 13 








Evansville, Ind..........-.-- 3 
Fall River, Mass...........-- 

A ae inc tate 
Fort Wayne, Ind 
Fort Worth, Tex. __..--- AS 
hd 

Grand Rapids, Mich 
Hartford, Conn 
BE, Ti ncainacecosnsce 
Indianapolis, Ind__..........- 
Jacksonville, Fla_...........-.- 
Kansas City, Kans_..... bit 
Knoxville, Tenn... -.-.-- 
Long Beach, Calif-__- 
Los Angeles, Calif. ._. 
Louisville, Ky.......-. 


Lynn, ‘Mass eins Eictie 
emphis, Tenn. .-.- 
cr 
Milwaukee, Wis__.__- 
Minneapolis, Minn__. 
Nashville, Tenn 
Newark, N PU Sabb ee nde a 
New Bedford, Mass-..-.._._.. 
New Haven, Conn.... 
New Orleans, La 
DE Ss le Th cdccantdccnce 85 
Norfolk, Va_.....-- 7 
Oakland, Calif 
Oklahoma City, Okla 
Omaha, Nebr...............-- 
Paterson, N. J.-. 
i netiincinaihine dian 
Philadelphia, Pa- 
Pittsburgh, Pa 
Portland, Oreg............._- 
Providence, R. I 
Reading, Pa...........-. 
Richmond, Va_............-.- 
DOOE IES Ey ncsnconccéoce ; 
ee” Se ; 
Oe, Fy Se dacnccccse 
Salt Lake City, Utah_______. 
San Antonio, Tex............ 
San Diego, Calif... .._- wie 
San Francisco, Calif... _._- : 
er —_ 
Seattle, — cumin 7} 
DOMRGT Vi, BOGOR. on. ccc ccccche ccnesees 
South Bend, Ind........__. i. 
Spokane, Wash..............-. 1 


a 
cConcorKNNUeS 






nw 


nor 


=8 


Rooke 














aw vo wo Bescon 


~ 
— Oe Cr bo 


Iii ibs g a cciaseRoneihdic 

Washington, D. C__.___. “a 12 
Waterbury, Conn 
ee I . iccwenne sald idaas 
Wilmington, Del 2 | 





Worcester, Mass............- 1 | 
WOR Ite Bencuses- 


Youngstown, Ohio...___-__- -| 3 | 


oe 
Co CO 


oe Or 


z 


| Om mnt 


or 


None net: o nwe 


Om 





Rob- 
bery 


Agera- 
vated 


assau 








It 


81 
25 
12 


Sar oBSSuabeonSwaads~ 


~~ =e 


~ 
Cf mur nwmme roe! 


5 








Bur- 


mae 


breaking 
or enter- 
ing 


426 


2 


> 
2: 





Larceny—theft 


over 





Bio Baok 


—_ 
NOWwWon 


a 
—_ 


15 





. 
on 





$50 


2, 049 
534 
488 
332 

3, 573 
153 

89 
244 
71 
200 
40 
356 
219 
696 
M4 
202 
323 

1,028 

1, 180 
698 
207 
120 
408 

2, 425 
695 


* Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 


2 Not reported. 


$50and| Under 
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Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1936. 

Available data concerning the amount of crime committed in rural 
portions of the United States are presented in table 7. As indicated, 
the compilation is based on reports received from 539 sheriff s, 12 State 
police units, and 98 police agencies in villages (places with less than 

2,500 inhabitants). Vor comparative purposes the following tabula- 
tion indicates the percentage distribution of urban and rural crimes: 


Percent Percent 


pee 
[| 


Urban} Rural Urban | Rural 


Total. --.. 


Larceny ------ Rtas 
ls 3 bs 30. r. anand 
Auto theft. ; 5.3 L Negligent manslaughter. 





The above comparison indicates that 9.2 percent of the rural crimes 
consisted of offenses against the person (homicide, rape, and aggra- 
vated assault), whereas 4.6 percent of the urban crimes were of those 
types. Part of the difference in the proportion of reported crimes 
against the person may be due to the fact that some of the reports 
representing rural crimes indicate the possibility that they were limited 
to instances in which arrests were made. Incompleteness of this sort 
in the reports of rural crimes would naturally tend to increase the 
percentage of reported crimes against the person in view of the fact 
that one offenses are more generally followed by arrests than are 
offenses against property. 


TABLE 7.—Offenses known, January to March 1936, inclusive, as reported by 539 
sheriffs, 12 State police units, and 98 village officers 


Criminal homicide | 
——— Bur- 


| 
lary— 
Murder, Agera-| ¥ Lar- 
Man- Rob- z reak - - 
nonneg- | sjaugh-| Rape bery a ing or “thet 
ter by enter- 
negli- ing 


654 698 | 4, 116 6, 091 





| 
} 
| 
| 
7 | 


Offenses known_- 58 | 135 | 247 


Offenses Known in the Possessions of the United States. 

In table 8 there are shown available data concerning the number 
of offenses known to law-enforcement agencies in the possessions of 
the United States. The tabulation includes reports from Hawaii 
County, Honolulu (city and county), Territory of Hawaii; the Canal 
Zone; and Puerto Rico. The figures are based on both urban and 
rural areas and the population figures from the 1930 decennial census 
are indicated in the table. 

With reference to the figures presented for the Canal Zone, it 
should be noted that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been 
advised that less than one-third of the persons arrested for offenses 





sl 
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committed in the Canal Zone are residents thereof. It appears, 
therefore, that a large proportion of the crime committed in the 
Canal Zone is attributable to transients and other nonresidents. 


TABLE 8.—Number of offenses known in United States possessions, January to 
March, 1936 


[Population figures from Federal Census, Apr. 1, 1930] 





Criminal Larceny— 
homicide Bur- theft 
pana lary— — 

Agera- | § 

Jurisdiction reporting Murder, | Man- | Rape = vated — —_ 
nonneg- | slaugh- Y | assault es Over | Under 
ligent | ter by “ine | $50 
man- negli- | ng 


|slaughter|; gence 





Hawaii County, pee. 
tion, 73,325; number of 
offenses known_- 

Honolulu, city and county, 

pulation, 202,923; num- 
er of offenses known... - 1 6 
Isthmus of Panama: 
Canal Zone, population, 
39,367; number of offenses 
known detach Spinetcts dietchided 1 l 
Puerto Rico: 
Population, 1,543,913; num- 
ber of offenses known - - 91 34 


to 


: 
Hawaii: | | 
| 
| 





























Data from Supplementary Offense Reports. 

Supplementary offense reports are distributed to the police depart- 
ments of cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants. The report 
forms provide for the listing of more detailed information concerning 
the major offenses committed. In tables 9, 9-A, and 9-B are pre- 
sented data compiled from the supplementary reports received from 
the police departments of 36 cities with an aggregate population of 
13,069,897. Table 9 reveals that of 3,228 robberies reported, 60.7 
percent were committed on city highways. In addition, 34.4 percent 
were robberies of commercial establishments. Only 1.9 percent (60) 
of the 3,228 robberies reported occurred in private residences (see 
p. 2 for an explanation of the technical difference between robbery 
and burglary). 

In the 36 cities represented in table 9, 12,245 burglaries were com- 
mitted during the first quarter of 1936. Slightly less than half of 
them were burglaries of dwelling places. More than three-fourths 
(77.5 percent) of the 12,245 burglaries were committed during the 
night. However, 36 percent of the burglaries of residences occurred 
during the day, whereas only 9.6 percent of burglaries of other places 
were committed in the daytime. The comparatively large propor- 
tion of daylight burglaries of residences is probably due to the fact 
that in urban communities residences are frequently unoccupied 
during the daytime. 

In table 9, 20,691 larcenies are listed and of them 274 were cases 
of pocket-picking and 787 were instances of purse-snatching. The 
— 19,630 represent miscellaneous larcenies exclusive of auto 
thefts. 
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TaBLE 9.—Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to March, 
inclusive, 1936; 36 cities over 100,000 


[Total population, 13,069,897, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 











| 
Number Number 
Classification of actual Classification of actual 
offenses offenses 
Rape: Larceny—theft (except auto theft) 
ial taken siucheicinmnmeonbl 98 (grouped according to value of article 
UA. hoch chin ecknneniaecuie 65 stolen): 
——_—— Over $50 2, 689 
Bi iuntcnsnadcchbennuceeh cement 163 $5 to $50 12, 709 
=—=—_— Under $5.._.._. , 293 
Robbery: | 
oa cine dineiaeed 1, 959 | Total 20, 691 
Commercial house. -.-...........--- 855 
EP 214 || Larceny—theft (grouped as to type of 
iad nnwccnvmenitdenane kin 40 offense): 
ln en’ accaliis winesmenens : 60 | IID oon wccncescaccososcas 274 
ES ae destilannteaiadicls 1 I atstc dep remdinaebitnsat | 787 
Miscellaneous. ._._-. sdidulinnndcammasi 99 All other.___.. dine edbewbncditbecniins 19, 630 
ihn clneekakccumneaanuiak 3, 228 || Total..... abc atintinttimmuegainsaiaies 20, 691 
Burglary—breaking or entering: 
Residence (dwelling): 
Committed during night__..___- 3, 827 
Committed during day --._....-- 2, 156 
All other (store, office, etc.): 
Committed during night_.__-._- 5, 658 
Committed during day --------- 604 
Wt adi waumandbetisenied 12, 245 














The figures presented in table 9-A show that there were 5,671 
automobiles reported stolen during the first quarter of 1936 by the 
police departments of the 36 cities sagvendanel Stolen automobiles 
recovered during the period numbered 5,442, which is 96 percent of 
the number stolen. 


TaBLe 9-A.—Recoveries o* stolen automobiles, January to March, inclusive, 1936; 
36 cities over 100,000 


[Total population, 13,069,897, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number of automobiles stolen. ......................... 5, 671 
Number of automobiles recovered-_--__.--......--.------- 5, 442 
OS BON a oda ct cnwcscceccuseankcune eee 96. 0 


In table 9-B is presented information concerning the value of 
property stolen and the value of property recovered during the first 
3 months of 1936. The value of property recovered ($2,242,512.77) 
constituted 60.3 percent of the value of property stolen ($3,717 ,413.29) 
during the first quarter of 1936. It will be noted that automobiles 
constitute 53.5 percent of the stolen property classified as to value. 
Exclusive of automobiles the value of property stolen during the first 
quarter of the year was $1,728,558.29, and the value of property re- 
covered was $374,382.77. 
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TaBLe 9-B.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divi- 


sions as to type of property involved, January to March, inclusive, 1936: 36 
cities over 100,000 


[Total population, 13,069,897, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 








Value of Value of 

Type of property property property 

stolen recovered 
CORI, MOON, BIR 6. on cece daseccctatcincsin btéddes bids ubtcdibetddcaell $405, 496. 55 $48, 819. 45 
SE GE OREEEUS Hn ocbtnccccunsenctsdeodencetesbionstanetibaebun 518, 780. 65 86, 006. 08 
WO di iblb abe bbelhiakeblenbuuAicdacactendekddcsten ba J cawiaatenwalhpeaes 75, 643. 20 7,617.15 
See s 237, 107. 93 54, 810. 97 
Locally stolen automobiles. 1, 988, 855. 00 1, 868, 130. 00 
DD als 6s ten ctidg bench cad tacddadnpccaduddude outa cbgeadashiaabe 491, 529. 96 177, 129. 12 
Ws 25 As oh cde ncwdadisccddawadtssacabanad 3, 717, 413. 29 2, 242, 512. 77 


65836°—36——3 





ANNUAL RETURNS, 1935 


The system of uniform crime reporting employed in compilin 
national police statistics provides for the preparation of oul 
reports to be forwarded to the FBI based on the number of offenses 
known, offenses cleared by arrest, the number of persons held for 
prosecution, and the number of persons arrested but later released 
without being caused to face criminal charges. Tabulations presented 
on the preceding pages are based on the monthly offense reports re- 
ceived during the first quarter of 1936. However, the following com- 
pilations represent information included in the annual reports re- 
ceived from police departments for the calendar year 1935. 

It should be noted that in the annual offense report the unit for 
scoring purposes is the offense, whereas in the report of persons 
arrested the unit is the individual involved. 

Offenses Known and Offenses Cleared by Arrest, 1935. 

In table 10 there is shown the number of offenses reported for the 
calendar year 1935 by the police departments of 898 cities with an 
aggregate population of 33,023,732. The number of offenses dis- 
posed of by arrest is also shown in the table. The figures are also 
presented for the cities divided into six groups according to size. 

Under the system of uniform crime reporting, it is proper to score 
an offense as cleared when one of the iishain lo been apprehended 


and made available for prosecution even though there were two or 
more jointly involved in the commission of the offense. In other 
words, the figures relative to the number of offenses ‘cleared by arrest” 


represent the number of offenses in each of which at least one of the 

offenders has been apprehended and made available for prosecution. 
In addition, the figures include instances in which the offenses have 
been cleared by exceptional circumstances, such as the suicide of the 
offender, etc. Exceptional clearances are limited to instances in 
which the offender is known to the police but for reasons beyond the 
control of the police it is not possible to make him available for 
prosecution. 

Relative to the figures showing the percentage of offenses disposed 
of by arrest, it may be pertinent to note that there are instances in 
which the police clear the crimes by arresting the guilty individuals 
but they are unable to take credit for such clearances in their statistical 
reports due to the fact that it is not possible for them to _produce 

roof that the individuals arrested were responsible for the crimes and 
Leos the persons arrested did not confess thereto, even though 
they had been convicted of one or more other violations. This factor 
would tend to cause the figures relative to offenses disposed of by 
arrest to be conservative. 

Table 10 discloses that the proportion of cleared cases is much 
larger for offenses against the person than for offenses against 

roperty. 
. he annual offense reports for 1935 also include information con- 
cerning the number of offenses committed prior to 1935 which were 
disposed of by arrest during that year. This information is presented 
in table 11. . 
1 
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The data in table 12 are presented in order to show the relationship 
between the number of offenses known, the number of offenses dis- 

sed of by arrest, and the number of persons held for prosecution. 
in examining the figures in table 12 relative to the number of offenses 
cleared by arrest, it should be noted that they represent all offenses 
so disposed of during 1935 even though the offenses were committed 
prior to that year. In other words, the figures include the cleared 
cases listed in table 10 and those listed in table 11. The information 
presented in table 12 should be interpreted as follows: With reference 
to group I cities, of each 100 known offenses of murder and non- 
negligent manslaughter 82 were disposed of by arrest (including 
exceptional clearances). In connection with those cases 86 persons 
were arrested and held for prosecution. The tabulation shows that 
for all offense classes except criminal homicide, rape, and aggravated 
assault the number of persons charged was less than the number of 
offenses cleared by arrest. The figures for individual population 
groups disclose, however, certain variations from that general rela- 
tionship. 

With reference to the figures for manslaughter by negligence, it 
will be observed that the number of persons held for prosecution 
exceeds the number of known offenses. This is doubtless the result 
of the practice in many communities of taking into custody and 
charging with manslaughter the operator of an automobile which 
had been involved in a fatal accident. In a large number of those 
cases it is subsequently found that the driver of the vehicle was not 

ilty of criminal negligence, and no offense of that character is 
included in the report of known offenses. However, the person 
was arrested and made available to the authorities alll for 
taking prosecutive action, and the circumstances have been repre- 
sented by entries showing that the operator of the vehicle was taken 
into custody and made available for prosecution. 

Portions of the data appearing in table 12 are also presented 
graphically in figure 2. 
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TaBLe 10.—Offenses known, offenses cleared by arrest, and percentage of offenses 
cleared by arrest, 1935, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Population group 


GROUP I 


23 cities over 250, 000; total popula- 
tion, 14, 240,400 
Number of offenses known... 
Number of offenses cleared by 
SCs eiibiinieceatninieindaadinies 
Percentage of offenses cleared 
Se tdidsdsinitsbedsntden 


GROUP Il 


36 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total 
population, 5,098,915: 
Number of offenses known.._-- 
Number of offenses cleared by 


arrest 
Percentage of offenses cleared 
Be Raddbedadincdeccdintucs 


GROUP Ill 


59 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total 
population, 3,949,298: 

Number of offenses known..--- 

Number of offenses cleared by 

IE acc decanechaon ns etag ; 

Percentage of offenses cleared 

by arrest..._... 4 


GROUP IV 


97 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total pop- 
ulation, 3, 377,970: 
Number of offenses known_---- 
Number of offenses cleared by 
inavdckeeienentbenisnce I 
Percentage of offenses cleared 
SE itnietccsedccncocces 


GROUP V 


244 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total 
population, 3,778,574: 
Number of offenses known..--- 
Number of offenses cleared by 
arrest - ; 
Percentage of offenses cleared 
 bipettniéndencntereany 


GROUP VI 


439 cities under 10,000; total popu- 
lation, 2,578,575: 

Number of offenses known-._-- 

Number of offenses cleared by 

arrest... .- 4 

Percentage of offenses cleared 

by arrest......-- . : 


Total, 898 cities; total population, 
33 023, 7; 32: 

Number of offenses known..--- 

Number of offenses cleared by 

arrest i 

Percentage of offenses cleared 

by arrest. 


Criminal 
homicide 
Murder, | yran- 
nonneg- | jaugh- 

ligent 

man- ter by 

slaugh- negli- 

ter gence 

997 631 

785 397 

78.7 62.9 

329 282 

289 200 

87.8 70.9 

198 144 

173 130 

87.4 90.3 

123 113 

108 106 

87.8 93. 8 

127 117 

108 103 

85.0 88.0 

79 95 

69 80 

87.3 $4.2 

1, 853 1, 382 

1, 532 1,016 
82.7 73. 5 | 


Rape 


1, 157 
734 
63.4 


8 8 


R 


195 
179 
91.8 


182 
89.7 


237 
91.2 


168 
153 
91.1 


2, 375 
1, 821 


76.7 
| 


18, 164 
7, 273 
40.0 


2, 824 
1, 032 
36.5 


1,717 
596 


1, 461 
482 
33.0 


1, 001 
329 
32.9 


594 
259 
43.6 


25, 761 
9, 971 
| 38.7 


Agera- 


vated 


assault 


6, 990 
4, 155 
59.4 


2, 755 
1, 913 
69.4 


2, 106 
1, 805 
85.7 


1,070 
918 
85. 8 


961 
852 
88.7 


469 
412 
87.8 


14, 351 
10, 055 
70.1 





a Lar 
breaking | ceny— a 
or enter-| theft 
ing 
56, 686 |119,720 | 41,732 
18, 643 | 29, 212 5, 337 
32.9 24.4 12.8 


15, 090 
3,015 
20.0 


7,914 
1, 323 
16,7 


6, 853 
1, 349 
19.7 


5, 510 
1, 147 
20.8 


2, 388 
721 
30. 2 


79, 487 
12, 892 
16.2 
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TaBLe 11.—Number of offenses cleared by arrest during 1935 which were reported 
during some prior year as not cleared 





Criminal 
homicide 
Population group Murder, | yfan- theft 

I oe cecal 127 
| eaibmeesieraesees 53 
Group III... 42 
Group IV_. 52 
CN Wntndiiccdieceutendsadinnds 59 
GEE Weseatid paicna binaesadasen 21 
Total, groups I-VI_.......- 354 



















RELATION BETWEEN OFFENSES 
KNOWN, OFFENSES CLEARED, 
AND PERSONS CHARGED 
(HELD FOR PROSECUTION) 


1935 


MURDER, NONNEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 


100.0 












85 6 
PERSON: SED 908 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT | 
100 0 
ToT 
Tot 
100 0 | 
OFFENSES CLEARED 415 | 
PERSONS CHARGED 298 | 
BURGLARY | 
1000 
316 | 
PERSONS CHARGED 205 





LARCENY 





FIGURE 2 








21 


TaBLe 12.—Offenses known, offenses cleared by arrest, and persons charged (held 
for prosecution), 1935. Number per 100 known offenses. 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 




















Criminal 
homicide 
Bur- 
Murd wahed | Geeak- | 27 | aut 
i Murder, vatec reak- nie uto 
Population group nonneg- Pe ing or Shere theft 
ligent ‘ter enter- | 
eee? neali- S 
er gence | 
of : ¥, nating 
GROUP I 
| | 
23 cities over 250, 000; total popula- | 
tion, 14,240,400 
Offenses known..........-..--- 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0] 100.0] 100.0 100.0} 100.0} 100.0 
Offenses cleared by arrest_._._- 82.3 63.1 | 66.6] 43.4 60. 1 35.8 25. 5 12.8 
Persons charged...............- 86. 1 133. 1 70.9} 25.5 58.8 9 21.7 10. 4 
GROUP II 
} 
36 cities, 100,000 to aan ees; total | 
population, 5,098,915 
Offenses known...........-.--- 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0] 100.0 100.0} 100.0} 100.0 
Offenses cleared by arrest... ._- 88.8 70.9 | 85.7) 36.9 69.5 27.5 3.1 20.3 
Persons charged...............- 99. 1 89.4] 885] 43.6 65.8 20.1 20.7 14.9 
GROUP III 
59 cities, 50,000 to 100, 000; total } 
population, 3, 3,949,298 
ffenses known...............- 100. 0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 
Offenses cleared by arrest _- 89. 9 91.0) 94.4 36.7 87.4 25.5 25. 2 17.4 
Persons charged...............- 92.9 7.2) 97.41] 32.6 89.3 20.2 9 12.5 
GROUP IV | 
97 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total pop- 
ulation, 3,377,970: 
Offenses known... .-........--.- 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0} 100.0| 100.0 100.0 | 100.0] 100.0 
Offenses cleared by arrest - : 90. 2 94.7) 9.6) 348 86.3 23.9 29.5 17.6 
Persons charged. ............-.- 105. 7 96.5} 99.5] 34.4 87.9 23.2 25.3 15.5 
GROUP V | 
244 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total pop- 
ulation, 3,778,574: 
Offenses known.-...........--.- 100.0 | 100.0} 100.0 | 100.0} 100.0 100.0} 100.0] 100.0 
Offenses cleared by arrest._.... 87.4 88.0) 93.5) 36.4 x8. 9 29.8 29.4 21.9 
Persons charged................ 91.3 91.5 | 105.0) 441 100. 5 24.8 25.7 17.8 
GROUP VI 
439 cities under 10,000; total popu- 
lation, 2,578,575: 
Offenses known.-...........--.- 100. 0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0} 100.0 100.0] 100.0; 100.0 
Offenses cleared ng arrest_..._. 92.4 85.3} 91.7 46.5 88.3 238.9 34.6 31.1 
Persons charged... ‘ Bee aed 86.1 85.3} 93.5 | 52.9 94.2 22.8 23.0 27. 
TOTAL, GROUPS I-VI | 
898 cities; total population, 33,- | | 
023,732: 
Offenses known........-...-.--] 100. 0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 190.0 100.0 
Offenses cleared by arrest _____| 85.6 | 73.8] 738] 41.5 70.7 31.6 26. 2 16.7 
Persons charged. cai 90.8} 110.6] 83.7} 29.8 70.7 2.5 | 226 13.0 
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Persons Charged (Held for Prosecution), 1935. 

The preceding tabulations based on annual reports submitted by 
police departments have been set out for the — of indicatin 
the relationship between the number of ootuh offenses committe 
and police effectiveness in detecting the offenders and presenting 
them to the proper authorities for prosecution. In addition, there 
has been prepared a tabulation showing the number of persons made 
available by the police for prosecution. This information is pre- 
sented in table 14. In some instances it was found that separate 
figures were not available for persons charged with violation of road 
and driving laws, parking violations, and violations of other traffic 
and motor vehicle laws. Therefore, the classification ‘‘traffic and 
motor vehicle laws’’ includes all persons charged with those types of 
violations, and a separate compilation of those data is presented in 
table 14—A for instances in which detailed figures were submitted. 

The percentage relationship of the number of persons charged with 
all types of vielesbens is shown in table 13. It will be found upon 
examination of the figures presented in tables 13 and 14 that of the 
total number of persons held for prosecution, 2,344,728 (81.1 percent) 
were charged with the following offenses: Traffic and motor vehicle 
laws, 1,577,596 (54.6 percent); drunkenness, 533,609 (18.5 percent); 
disorderly conduct, 157,274 (5.4 percent); vagrancy, 76,249 (2.6 

ercent). This relationship may vary slightly for individual popu- 
ation groups. 

Persons charged for the more serious types of violations are shown 
in the table as follows: 





DRI oss cticenanccod 1,682 | Stolen property (receiving, 
Manslaughter by negligence-_ 1, 529 GPE 65 wae ee nak oe , 874 
MOGI Assoc. uy eka Forgery and counterfeiting-_. 3, 488 
Aggravated assault__--_--_-- 10, 149 OI sin ain ln rears es Tin , 989 
| ee 24, 354 | Narcotic drug laws_-_-------- 2, 621 
a See ee 60, 301 | Weapons (carrying, etc.) ____- 5, 956 
MU ces cdc ecg si caiee abu’ 10, 302 
Embezzlement and fraud_... 7, 488 WOR cenit 505 8th 141, 416 


The table is based on reports of 898 cities having a total population 
of 33,023,732, or more than one-quarter of the population of the 
country. 

The tables relative to the number of persons held for prosecution 
and the number released without having been formally charged with 
the commission of an offense are based on reports showing the number 
of persons ‘involved as distinguished from the number of charges 
placed against persons taken into custody. In other words, if on 
the occasion of a single arrest a person is charged with two different 
offenses of burglary, he nevertheless would be shown in table 14 as 
one person held for prosecution for burglary. 








— 
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With reference to the data for vagrancy and disorderly conduct, it 
is of some significance to note that it is the practice of some law- 
enforcement agencies to place such charges in cases of arrests for 
prostitution and other forms of commercialized vice. _ In view thereof, 
the figures in the table for the latter type of violation are probably 
quite conservative. 

Examination of the reports indicated that in a few instances the 
figures for two or more offense classes had been combined. Such 
grouping of the data generally occurred in connection with the offense 
classes which were first included in the annual report of persons 
arrested for 1933. Since the number of instances in which data for 
two or more classes were combined was quite small, the unclassified 
figures were divided among the separate classes in the ratio in which 
data were reported by other cities in the same population group. 

Figure 3 shows graphically the number (per 100,000 inhabitants) 


of persons held for prosecution for some of the more serious types of 
crimes. 


TABLE 13.—Percentage distribution of persons charged (held for prosecution), 1935 
[898 cities; total population, 33,023,732] 











Offense charged Percent || Offense charged | Percent 
Cnet) homicide: Prostitution and commercialized vice. _- 1.4 
(a) Murder oy nonnegligent man- |} Other sex offenses....................- ‘ .B 
slaughte: —_ 0.06 || Narcotic drug laws_-_..........-........ 09 
(6) Massianahter by negligence _ | .05 || Weapons; carrying, ing, etc. 21 
leet niaunhetadsbisannans -27 || Offenses against the yond children 64 
Aggravated assault. _..............-... .35 || Liquor laws. - ; .79 
in cc entitn inion 1.51 | Driving while intoxicated.....______- 1.00 
Burglary—breaking or entering -______- -&4 || Traffic and motor vehicle laws_- 54. 56 
i Se Occastinctcetcaccces 20 i Disorderly conduct -.................-. 44 
FTE ET Se - 36 || Drunkenness 18. 45 
Embezzlement and fraud. -__. -B | v voeney a eS 26 
Stolen property; buying, aneteing, pos- ambling......... L141 
duadinne 13 I ory 7.14 
Forgery and | counterfeiting. Redatbcuascate | | —_—_——_— 
BI Biices divaveansunel -07 | TeGll.......<.a0e | 100. 00 








"g aunolg 


JON39IIOSN AG YSLHONVISNVW 


Se 


Y3SLHONVISNVW LN39IN93NNON ONV Y30NNW 


SNOdV3M Q31V39NO9 


A¥3880" 


Linvssy O3LVAVUDOV 


133HL OLNV 


t 09 0s Ov oe oz 0 0 
(zez'ezo"et WoluvIdos ‘S31LID 868 40 Siv0d3Y NO CRSvE) 
SLINVLIGVHNI OOO'0O! ¥3d Y3EWNN 


G¢6! ‘NOILNOSSOYd YOS O13H SNOSH3d 





25 


TABLE 14.—Persons charged (held for prosecution), 1935; number and rates per 
100,000, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 





2 
Group I | Group II as owe Gremp Gye 3 
gee meee z 
ee [se |s¢ | sg | sg Be | BR 
R = = = = BS 3 g 
eS | S32 = = = Se Bs 
Offense charged RS |s2 |83 23 = Ss 8a 
&s aS Ss ge sé |} sa P| 
bg | 8. |-%e| "2 ete | BE | cs 
> | oo) 
ae | Bea | 8e8| 3§ | 8.5 3 | g= 
#3 | 382 | S82 | se sie | 23 | 3 
32 S z 2 S a = ess ah 4 = 
e 21478 S4 z os 2 = 
RS = 6 5 8 = - 
| 
Criminal homicide: 
(a) Murder and nonnegligent 
manslaughter: 
Number of persons 
ot see aentidoaald 858 326 184 130 116 68 1, 682 
100,000. ._...... 6.0 6.4 4.7 3.8 3.1 2.6 5.1 
(0) eee ter by negligence: 
Number of ere 
charged. _-_...... s 840 252 140 109 107 81 1, 529 
Rate per 100,000 5.9 4.9 3.5 3.2 2.8 3.1 4.6 
Robbery: - 
Number of persons charged_.-__- 4, 637 1, 230 559 502 441 314 7, 683 
Rate per 100,000. ...............- 32.6 24.1 14.2 14.9 11.7 12.2 23.3 
Aggravated assault: 
Number of persons charged.---_- 4, 108 1,813 | 1,880 940 966 442 10, 149 
Rate per 100,000... .............. “a8 35. 6 47. 6 27.8 25.6 17.1 30.7 
Other assaults: 
Number of persons charged-..--_- 17, 764 9,252 | 4, 487 5, 736 4, 073 2, 442 43, 754 
Rate per 100,000. __.............- 124.7 181.5 |} 113.6 169.8 107.8 04.7 132. 5 
lary—breaking or entering: 
umber of ns charged 10, 732 4,404 | 2,677 2, 546 2, 447 1, 48 24, 354 
Rate per 100,000 pees ae ee 75.4 86.4 67.8 75.4 64.8 60.0 73.7 
Larceny—theft: 
os of persons charged_-.-_. 26,005 | 10,588 | 7, 268 6, 821 1 6, 248 3, 371 2 60, 301 
fo per EE 182. 6 207.7 | 184.0 201.9 166.5 130.7 182.7 
Auto aie 
Number of persons charged..---_- 4,359 | 32,253 96 1, 065 979 660 | 410,302 
ate per 100,000. ..........-.....- 30. 6 45.6 25.0 31.5 25.9 25.6 31.3 
Embezzlement and fraud: 
Number Ta charged......| 4,374 1, 101 616 578 561 258 7, 488 
Rate per 100,000. __............. 30.7 21.6 15.6 17.1 14.8 10.0 22.7 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, 
possessing 2 
Number of pamene charged... ._. 1, 876 833 332 314 329 190 3, 874 
Rate per 100,000. ._...........-- 13.2 16.3 8.4 9.3 8.7 7.4 11.7 
Forgery and cea: 
Number woo charged__.__- 1, 7 625 434 350 415 285 3, 488 
ee a ines Ceapieninmaan 9.7 12.3 11.0 10.4 11.0 1L.1 10.6 
"Number of ipune charged... _- 820 347 190 202 273 157 1, 989 
a oo ih sueteedamadutnte sete 5.8 6.8 4.8 6.0 7.2 6.1 6.0 
Prostitut and commercialized 
vice: 
Number of persons charged ____. 25, 652 6,506 | 1,751 1, 217 527 231 35, 934 
Rate per 100,000._.............. 180. 1 127.6 44.3 36.0 13.9 10.9 108. 8 
Sex offenses (except rape and pros- 
titution): 
Number of persons charged_--_- 3, 725 1, 731 894 335 8, 235 
Rate per 100,000. _.............. 26. 2 22. 6 26.6 17.3 13.0 24.9 
Narcotic drug laws: 
Number of persons charged..-._. 1, 704 537 153 116 59 52 2, 621 
Rate per 100,000. ................ 12.0 10.5 3.9 3.4 1.6 2.0 7.9 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc.: 
Number of persons charged _. 2,816 1, 047 782 523 475 313 5, 956 
Rate per 100,000. ._.............. 19.8 5 19.8 15.5 12.6 12.1 18.0 
Offenses against family and children: 
Number of ns charged... _. 8,711 | £4,495 1, 400 1, 861 1,374 O44 618, 404 
Rate per 100,000. ...............- 61.2 92.6 35.7 55.1 36.4 25.0 56.4 
Liquor laws: 
iumiber of possens chasget be atat 6,137 | 56,563 | 3,208 3, 068 2, 306 1, 552 $22,919 
Rate per 100,000_._.............. 43.1 135. 2 81.1 90.8 63.4 60. 2 69.9 
Driving while intoxicated: 
Number ot charged...... 7, 416 5,046 | 3,789 3, 889 4, 924 3, 809 28, 873 
Rate per 100,000. ._.............. 52.1 99.0 95.9 115.1 130.3 147.7 87.4 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 14.—Persons charged (held for prosecution), 1935; number and rates per 
100,000, by population groups—Continued 
[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


| Group I | Group II 


Offense charged 


population, 


cities 25,000 to 
tion, 33,023,732 


250,000; population, 
100,000; population, 
25,000; population, 
population, 2,578,575 


50,000; 


23 cities over 250,000; 


population, 14,240,400 
36 cities 100,000 to 
58 cities 50,000 to 
244 cities 10,000 to 
439 cities under 10,000; 
Total, 898 cities; total po) 


Traffic and motor vehicle laws: 
Number of persons charged......|7 
Rate per 100,000.._...........- ; 

Disorderly conduct: 

Number of persons charged 
Rate per 100,000 
Drunkenness: 
Number of persons charged 
Rate per 100,000 
Vagrancy: 
Number of persons charged 
Rate per 100,000 | 274.5 

Gambling: 

Number of persons charged 21, 816 
Rate per 100,000 153. 2 

All other offenses: 
Number of persons charged 105, 769 
Rate per 100,000 | 742.7 


es 
28 
Fz 
= 

3 
BS 
ge 
ay 


a 2 
w 9 


a 


= ok EF 
ie Be : 
g= 
of 
wd 
z 
wom 


ag 
ae 
55 
22 
*e =8 


RB 
ee 
a 


ti 


-—-O a 
» = 
eg By 


oS =o en 
~p 


> 
Be 
8 
oe 


ee 


B 
$ 


eg 

8 
5 
gs 
a5 





1-3 The number of persons charged and the rate are based on the reports from the number of cities 
indicated below: 


Footnote | Cities | Population Footnote | Cities | Population Footnote | Cities | Population 


In table 14—A there is presented information regarding the number 
of persons made available for prosecution for committing the follow- 
ing types of offenses: Violation of road and driving laws, parking vio- 
lations, and other traffic and motor vehicle laws. The compilation is 
based on reports of a smaller number of police departments than is 
indicated in table 14. The figures in table 14—-A have been limited 
to those instances in which it appeared that the data for the above 
three classes had been properly compiled. In the reports which were 
excluded it appeared probable that the information had not been 
grouped in accordance with the procedure outlined. The nature of 
the violations which should be included in each of the classes included 
in table 14—A is as follows: 

Violation of road and driving laws includes violations of the 
regulations with respect to the proper handling of a vehicle in order 
to prevent accidents. Examples are failure to obey traffic signal, 
improper speed, reckless driving, and operating with unsafe equipment. 

arking violations include all types of violations of parking 
regulations. 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws include violations not pro- 
vided for in separate offense classes. Examples of cases to be listed 
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here are failure to secure proper license for car or for driving, leaving 
scene of accident, lack of title, and obscured or defective markers. 


TasLe 14-A.—Persons charged (held for prosecution), 1935; number and rates per 
100,000, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 















Group | Group | Group | Group | Group | Group 2 
I Il Ill IV VI z 
ne) Dae ak Lae, Dee ees) 23 
as |23. 153 123/38 |38 | 5€ 
oe -* a --— 
Offense charged v3 |€22|828| 828/53 | °3 | gs 
see|= 8/2 &)8 £2. | 2.| 28 
ag | a8 | 287 | 27 | 223 | Sag | 2 
=: Se |Ss=a|/sea/se . 
os | ses | ses | css “ei sei g 
"lia Is ls If ts & 









Road and driving laws: 





































Number Yon000- mes ie | , 236 “~ 749 
Rate per 1 — Sab adeuawinteds sabe ents |2, 138 1, 012. 5 | 1, 483.4 
lenksasesniniels 15, 235 | 803, 872 
i Er deal 611.3 | 3,013.1 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws: 
Number of persons charged_. ae 104 | 186, 103 
Bn IE BE b cancacisincensnaceses 886.9 697.6 






Persons Released (Not Held for Prosecution), 1935. 

The annual reports of persons arrested received from police depart- 
ments throughout the United States include information concerning 
persons taken into custody who were later released with no formal 
charge having been placed against them. Data of this nature are 
presented in tables 15 and 15-A. The compilations are based on the 
reports received from 472 cities with a combined population of 
13,798,293. The number of cities represented is smaller than in 
table 14 because some of the reports did not include data concernin 
persons released. In some instances the reports definitely indicated 
that information of this type was not available, and in other cases the 
entries relative to persons released were limited to so few offense 
classes that it was assumed the figures were incomplete, and the 
reports were not employed in this tabulation. 

With reference to the classification “‘suspicion”’, it should be noted 
that if a person was taken into custody because it was suspected that 
he had been involved in the commission of a specific offense, his 
arrest and subsequent release without being held for prosecution 
should be listed opposite the offense class involved. Entries in 
table 15 opposite “suspicion” should be limited to instances in which 
persons were taken into custody because of circumstances which 
caused the police to believe that they had been involved in criminal 
activities of some nature, although they were not taken into custody 
in connection with any specific offense. From an examination of the 
reports received it appears probable that in some instances the entries 
have been placed opposite “‘suspicion’”’ when they would have been 
more properly listed opposite some other offense class, in accordance 
with the foregoing ae anation. 

In table 15 data regarding violators of all types of traffic and motor 
vehicle laws (except driving while intoxicated) have been included in 
the class entitled ‘‘traffic and motor vehicle laws.” In table 15-A 
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there is presented a tabulation which contains subdivisions in accord- 
ance with the nature of the violations concerned. 

The data presented in table 15 include instances in which persons 
were taken into custody and released by the police either because it 
was established that they were innocent of any wrong-doing, or 
because the police were unable to obtain sufficient evidence upon which 
to base criminal charges. In addition, the tabulation includes 
instances in which juveniles were arrested and subsequently released 
without being held for prosecution, even though it had been definitely 
established that they had committed certain offenses, because the 
complaining witnesses refused to proceed against them. There will, 
therefore, be included instances in which juvenile offenders were 
released to the custody of their parents without formal charges 
having been placed against them. Likewise, the compilation includes 
individuals who were taken into custody and released with a repri- 
mand or on the “‘golden-rule”’ principle, as is sometimes done in the 
case of violators of traffic and motor vehicle regulations. Persons 
summoned, notified, or cited to appear in court or at a police traffic 
bureau because of alleged violations, who failed to appear in response 
ee and who were not subsequently arrested, are also represented 
in table 15. 


TaBLE 15.—Persons released without being held for prosecution, 1935; number and 
rates per 100,000, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Group | Group | Group | Group | Group | Group 
I Il lil IV Vv VI 


Offense charged 


tion, 13,798,293 


population, 2,238,800 
population, 1,390,400 
population, 2,150,857 
population, 1,439,7 


population, 1,888,168 


g 
& 
7 
a 
g 
~ 
s 
2 
s 
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Total, 472 cities; total popula- 


16 cities 100,000 to 250,000; 
28 cities 50,000 to 100,000; 
41 cities 25,000 to 50,000; 
136 cities 10,000 to 25,000; 


242 cities under 10,000; 


9 cities over 


Criminal homicide: 
(a) Murder and nonnegligent man- 
slaughter: 
umber of persons released _--- 
Rate per 100,000__........-. 
(6) Manslaughter by negligence: 
Number of persons released 
Rate per 100,000. __.....-- 
Robbery: 
Number of persons released _-- 
Rate per 100,000. _ - - 
Aggravated assault: 
Number of persons released -_-.......--- 
Rate per 100,000 pen 
Other assaults: 
Number of persons released -_------.-- 
Rate per 100,000. __. 
Burglary— breaking or entering: 
Number of persons released--..--.-.-.-- 
Rate per 100,000. ... 
Larceny —theft: 
Number of persons released 
NN I, 2 ona débicenaveencenen 
Auto theft: 
Number of persons released 
Rate per 100,000 
Embezzlement and fraud: 
Number of persons released 
eee 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TaB_B 15.—Persons released without bei 


rates per 100,000, by popu 


‘P 


Prostitution and commercialized vice: 
Number of persons released 
Rate per 1 


Sex offenses (except rape and prostitution): 
leased 


Number of 
Rate 


Rate per 100,000, 

Weapons; carrying, posmetiog, ete.: 
Number o! a released 
Rate per 100 

Offenses against ily and children: 
Number of persons released - 
Rate per 100,000. 

Liquor laws: 

Number of persons released 
Rate pe 

Driving while intoxicated: 
Number of persons released 
Rate per 100,000 

Traffic and motor vehicle laws: 
Number of persons released 
Rate pei 

Disorder! F condunt: 

Number of persons released __. 
Rate per 100,000. 

Drunkenness: 

Number of persons released 
Rate per 100,000 
Vagrancy: 


Number of persons released __..-.-..--- 


Rate per 100,000 
Suspicion: 
Number of persons released 
Rate per 100,000 
All other offenses: 
Number of persons released... -..-...- 
Rate per 100,000____- 





Group | Group | Group | Group | Group | Grou 
I Il Ill Iv V ” vw 


9 cities over 250,000; 
population, 4,690,300 


16 cities 100,000 to 250,000; 


population, 2,238,800 


> oP 
ce 28 
Po : 


BS 
oe 


held for prosecution, 1935; number and 


ion groups—Continued 


population, 1,439,768 


population, 1,390,400 
population, 2,150,857 


population, 1,888,1 


41 cities 25,000 to 50,000; 
Total, 472 cities; total popula- 
tion, 13,798,293 


242 cities under 10,000; 


28 cities 50,000 to 100, 
186 cities 10,000 to 25 


os 
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5.0 


195 
13.5 


78 
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3 25,980 
1, 229.3 


1, 058 
49.2 


123 
8.5 
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4 24,458 
1,732.0 
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1, 058 
73.5 


3, 622 


- 
S ag 


4,611 
214. 4 


2, 066 
96. 1 


? 47,311 
251. 6 350. 4 


3, 369 13, 112 
234. 0 95. 0 


143 
6.6 


5, 328 


7 = 
4 


81 
5.6 


13, 930 
101.0 


2, 460 
170.9 


9 92, 764 
673.3 
10 2.772 
130. 1 


1, 255 
87.2 


it 20, 719 
151.9 


i-1 The number of persons released and the rate are based on the reports from the number of cities indi- 


cated below: 


Footnote 


211s 457 
1, 412, 117 


Cities 


Population 


Footnote | Cities | Population 


471 
135 
471 


13, 641, 293 
2, 131, 057 
13, 778, 493 
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_As previously indicated, some of the reports listed all types of 
violators of traffic laws (except driving while intoxicated) in a single 
figure. In table 15-A there are presented data for three types of 
violations of traffic and motor vehicle laws based on reports which 
were apparently correctly prepared in that respect. The nature of 
the violations included in each class is the same as indicated in the 
comment preceding table 14—A. 


TaBLE 15-A.—Persons released without being held for prosecution, 1935; number 
and rates per 100,000, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Group | Group | Group | Group 
I II Ill IV 


Offense charged 


popula- 


tion, 1,390,400 


000; population, 
ulation, 11,435,567 


2,728,600 
15 cities 100,000 to 


250,000; popula- 
tion, 9,606,000 
27 cities 50,000 to 
100,000; popula- 


tion, 1,817,868 


50,000; 


Total, 456 cities total pop- 


7 cities over 250,- 


41 cities 25,000 to 


Road and driving laws: 
Number of persons released 
Rate per 100,000 
Parking violations: 
Number of persons released _---. -- 
Rate per 100,000 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws: 
Yumber of persons released 
Rate per 100,000 


_ 
bP 
= 
= 
oa 


© 
So 


Percentage of Offenses Cleared by Arrest, 1933-35. 

In the presentation of data based on annual police reports sub- 
mitted to the F BI it has been felt desirable for comparative pur- 
poses to indicate the percentage of clearances during last year as 
compared with those for prior years. Accordingly, there is presented 
in table 16 the percentage of offenses cleared during the last 3 years. 
The tabulation is based on reports received from police departments 
of 35 cities, each having a population of more than 100,000. The data 
presented include all offenses cleared during the year for which the 
reports were submitted regardless of when the offenses were committed. 

An examination of the compilation shows that during 1935, as 
compared with 1934, there occurred an increase in the percentage of 
clearances for all offenses indicated except manslaughter by negligence, 
rape, and aggravated assault. It is significant to note that the per- 
centages for 1934 for all offenses are higher than in 1933. The lowest 
percentage of clearances for murder (77.3) occurred in 1933 with a 
steady increase for each of the following years, the percentage in 
1935 being 82.3. For offenses against property the percentage of 
clearances shows a steady increase from 1933 to 1935. Most signifi- 
cant of these changes is the increase in robbery from 29.3 percent in 
1933 to 47.8 percent in 1935. 
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Tase 16.—Percentage of offenses cleared by arrest, 1933-35 
[35 cities over 100,000, total population 13,970,105, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the wae 


Criminal homicide 









Bur- 
Aggra-| glary— | Lar- 
Murder,| Man- Rob- 
nonneg- | slaugh- Rape bery ae breaking a theft 
ligent ter by cane tort . 
man- negli- entering 
slaughter 


Year 











1 The data for larceny—theft are based on reports of 34 cities with a total population of 13,556,905. 
1 The data for auto theft are based on reports of 33 cities with a total population of 9,887,405. 


DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


The fingerprint files of the F BI contain a large amount of valuable 
information concerning the personal characteristics and history of 
the individuals represented. During the first quarter of 1936, 
106,594 arrest records, as evidenced by fingerprint cards, were ex- 
amined for the purpose of obtaining data relative to the age, sex, race, 
and previous criminal history of the persons concerned. This 
tabulation was limited to records reflecting arrests for violations of 
State laws and municipal ordinances. In other words, records 
representing arrests for Federal violations and those representing 
commitments to any type of penal institution were excluded from this 
compilation. 

The tabulation of data from fingerprint cards obviously does not 
include all persons arrested, since there are individuals taken into 
custody for whom no fingerprint cards are forwarded to Washington. 
Furthermore, data pertaining to persons arrested should not be treated 
as information regarding the number of offenses committed, since 
two or more persons may be involved in the joint commission of a 
single offense, and on the other hand one — may be arrested 
and charged with the commission of severa separate offenses. 

During the first quarter of 1936 there were 1,434 persons arrested 
and charged with criminal homicide. In addition, the following 
serious offenses were among those charged: Robbery, 3,621; assault, 
6,053; burglary, 8,184; larceny (and related offenses), 20 831; forgery 
and counterfeiting, 1 634; rape, 1,035; violation of narcotic drug laws, 
980; unlawful possession of a deadly weapons, 1,439; driving while 
intoxicated, 3,720; gambling, 1,611. 

Females were represented by 7,783 (7.3 percent) of the arrest 
records examined. Among the charges placed against females were: 
Larceny, 1,165; prostitution and commercialized vice, 781; drunken- 
ness, 675; vagrancy, 642; assault, 530; disorderly conduct, 438; 
violation of liquor laws, 376. In addition, 124 females were charged 
with criminal homicide and 146 with robbery. 
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TaB_e 17.—Distribution of arrests by sex, Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1936 


Offense charged 
Male | Female} Total 


Burglary —breaking or entering. 
Larceny—theft_...... 

Auto theft ___- ; 

Embezzlement and fraud . 

Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing 
Forgery and counterfeiting - 

Rape 

Prostitution and commercialized vice 

Other sex offenses 

Narcotic drug laws 

Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc 

Offenses against family and children 

Liquor laws__.- 

Driving while intoxicated 

Road and driving laws- 

Parking violations. - - ... 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws.........--..--- 
Disorderly conduct 

Drunkenness al yee acide atte Baleares Sak 
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C tambling 
Suspicion 

Not stated ___-- 
All other offenses... 
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ry 
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Vireo er 
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S| a-Feoom,!. 
oc cusnwnwnan: 


7,783 | 100.0 
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1 Less than Mo of | percent. 


Examination of the ages of the persons arrested reveals a rapid 
increase from age 15 to age 19, the figures being as follows: 


Number 


Age: arrested 


For ages from 20 to 24, the number arrested for a single age group 


varies from 4,100 to 5,028. The age groups in which arrests occurred 
most frequently were as follows: 


Number 
arrested 


It will be observed that there were more arrests for age 22 than for 
any other single age group. This is contrary to the figures for 1932- 
35, during w hich period 19-year-olds outnumbered those of other 
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ages. It may be of some significance, however, that the shift in the 
frequency of arrests to ages 21-23 was ev idenced i in the figures for the 
last half of 1935. 

The compilation disclosed that 18,757 (17.6 percent) of the persons 
arrested were less than 21 years old; 19,091 (17.9 percent) were be- 
tween the ages of 21 and 24; making a total of 37,848 (35.5 percent) 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED 
AGES 16 TO 24 


j CATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT CARDS 
JANUARY | — MARCH 31, 1936 


FiGure 4, 


less than 25 years old. In addition, there were 18,816 (17.7 percent) 
arrests of persons between the ages of 25 and 29. This makes a total 
of 56,664 (53.2 percent) less than 30 years of age. (With reference to 
the ages of persons represented by fingerprint cards received in the 
F B I, it should be observed that the number of arrest records is 
doubtless incomplete in the lower age groups because in some juris- 


dictions the practice is not to fingerprint youthful individuals). 
Data for ages 16 to 24 are shown in figure 4. 
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Youthful individuals were most frequently charged with the follow- 
ing offenses against property: Robbery, burglary, larceny, and auto 
theft. Whereas persons under 25 years of age constituted 35.5 per- 
cent of the total arrested, they numbered 44.6 percent of those 
charged with larceny, 56.3 percent of those charged with robbery, 
58.7 percent of those charged with burglary, and 70.7 percent of 
those charged with auto theft. 


TaBLE 19.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1936 


Total z Percent- |Total per- 
age centage 
Offense charged of under under 
P 21 years | 25 years 
of age 
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Embezzlement and fraud iaiveiad 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing 
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Prostitution and commercialized vice. --.-... ‘ 
Other sex offenses 

Narcotic drug laws_..................... ; 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc 

Offenses against family and children 
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Driving while intoxicated 
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Other traffic and motor vehicle laws__............--- 
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More than 40 percent (42,991) of the persons arrested already had 
fingerprint cards on file in the Identification Division of the FBI. 
In addition, there were 2,153 records bearing notations indicating 
previous criminal histories of the persons concerned although the 
a had not previously been filed in the Bureau. This makes 
a total of 45,144 records containing information regarding the prior 
criminal activities of the persons arrested. The records disclosed 
that 32,304 (71.6 percent) of them had previously been convicted of 
one or more offenses. This number constitutes 30.3 percent of the 
total of 106,594 arrest records examined. 
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Many of the persons have been previously convicted of major 
violations, as indicated by the following figures: 


Criminal homicide 

Robbery - - 

Assault _ _ - 

Burglary - : 

Larceny (and related offenses) 
Forgery and counterfeiting- - - 
Rape - - - : 
Navestia drug laws 

Weapons (carrying, etc.) 
Driving while intoxicated 


Total 


It is of interest to note that 132 of the persons whose records showed 
convictions for criminal homicide were charged during the first 
quarter with the following violations: 


Criminal homicide___.......-.---- 

Robbery - - - - - - nk iy Stat area) ae 
Assault _ - Cine eue ; : 34 
Burglary_ . 14 
Larceny (and related offenses) - : 

Forgery and counterfeiting - - 

Rape-- 

Weapons (carrying, etc.) - 3 
Driving while intoxicated _ — - 


As heretofore indicated, the records showed that 32,304 of the 
persons arrested had been previously convicted. The records of those 
persons showed a total of 89,780 prior convictions, an average of 
almost 3 per individual; 42,: 240 of the convictions were for major 
violations, and 47,540 for less serious infractions of the criminal laws. 


TABLE 20.—Number with previous fingerprint records, arrests, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1936 


Previous | Previous 


ee o finger- | - finger- 
Offense charged Total print | Offense charged Total print 
record record 


| 
Criminal homicide | offenses against family and | 


children 1, 260 
Assault _..... . 2,065 || Liquor laws 2, 687 
Burglary —breaking « or entering. : Driving while intoxicated 3, 720 
Larceny—theft : 2 Road and driving laws 572 
Auto theft - J Parking violations_-_______. 2 
Embezzlement and fraud_____- : 47 Other traffic and motor vehicle 
Stolen property; buying, re- i iatciediyhanxcu | 1,027 
ceiving, possessing Disorderly conduct ________- 3, 831 
Forgery and counterfeiting x ¢ 12, 955 
Rape. sien, ae 
i 1,611 
Suspicion - es : 14, 181 
Other sex offenses : Q v As 1, 361 
Narcotic drug laws___......._-- 980 All other offenses ; 6, 100 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ——— | 


106, 594 42, 991 
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: 21.—Percentage with previous fingerprint records arrests, Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 
1936 


Percent 


Offense Percent || Offense 
i} 





Narcotic drug laws__ 7 67. 
V: sits deanid 54. 
Rol bere. ae potas ins 49. 
Forgery and counterfeiting _- a € 45. 
Drunkenness.- . .... eens 45. 
Embezzlement and fraud. ........--_-- 44 
Suspicion 41 
Burglary—breaking or entering. -__-_..-.--. 
Disorderly conduct. ...............-.- 7 
nee 
Prostitution and commercialized vice. 

All other offenses - - 

Auto theft 

BE cbencdelinnnqces 


Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc. ___- 

Liquor laws 

— property; buying, receiving, - 
sessing .. hae 

Other traffic and motor vehicie laws. 

Road and driving laws.__.__- 

Offenses against family and children _- 

Gambling 

Other sex offenses 


mw 


te A a rae 
Criminal homicide 

Driving while intoxicated 
Parking violations ! 
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1 Only 2 eineseieial cards were received representing arrests for violation of parking regulations. 
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TABLE 23.—Number of cases in which fingerprint records show one or more prior 
oe and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, Jan. 1—Mar. 
1, 1936 


——- of | 
records ; ; Total num- 
‘ prior con- | prior con- | : 
Offense charged showing 1 | victions of | victions of | 0& of prior 
or more major minor convictions 


—— offenses offenses | ‘isclosed 


Number of | Number of 


PE Riincctscenacbnansiivtbadeddndenccnmeniseuineneted 
Burglary—breaking or entering 

Larceny—theft 

Auto theft 

Embezzlement and fraud____..............----- 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing 
Forgery and counterfeiting - - .- 

Rape 

Prostitution and commercialized 

Other sex offenses aa c 
SE ND SDs oa povnntigeenbotnseceswccnsteence 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc 

Offenses against family and children 

Sinn dttinnh pitineeeieebeeedowsccebepaedincés 
Driving while intoxicated 

Road and driving laws 
I els lnek didinblinpane el 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws -- 

Disorderly conduct 

Drunkenness 


Gambling - . 

Suspicion 

Not stated 

All other offenses > 2, 338 


ON icciciacpscsicccnietecsibkmuntineaebant 42, 240 





Whites were represented by 78,093 of the records examined and 
Negroes by 23,745. The remaining races were represented as follows: 
Indian, 536; Chinese, 271; Japanese, 48; Mexican, 3,196; all other 705. 

The significance of the figures showing the number of Negroes 
arrested as compared with the number of whites can best be indicated 
in terms of the number of each in the general population of the 
country. Exclusive of those under 15 years of age, there were, 
according to the 1930 decennial census, 8,041,014 Negroes, 13,069,192 
foreign-born whites, and 64,365,193 native whites in the United 
States. Of each 100,000 Negroes, 295 were arrested and finger- 
printed during the first quarter of 1936, whereas the corresponding 
figure for native whites was 103, and for foreign-born whites 48. 
Figures for individual types of violations may be found in the follow- 
ing tabulation. It should be observed in connection with the fore- 
going data that the figure for native whites includes the immediate 
descendants of foreign-born individuals. Persons desiring to make 
a thorough study of the comparative amounts of crime committed 
by native whites and foreign-born whites should employ available 
compilations showing the number of instances in which offenders 
are of foreign or mixed parentage. 
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Offense charged 


Criminal homicide 
Robbery --. 
Assault ....... 
Burglary —preaking. or entering ae 
Larceny —theft - 
Auto theft 
Embezzlement and fraud 





Stolen property; buying, receiv ing, possess- 


Ruts Mh Diitthin cntinelia et bedenivaicat 
Forgery and counterfeiting... 
Rape 


Prostitution and commercialized vice. -- 


Other sex offenses. Sicdeticidenbtay minds Cogn: 


Ww. eapons; carrying, possessing, ete... 
Offenses against family and children 

Liquor laws 
Driving while intoxicated - 
Roads and driving laws__.........-- 4 
Parking violations - 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws__ 
Disorderly conduct 
Drunkenness. 
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Gambling. ---..-..- 
Suspicion .--.....- 
| a 





All other offenses. --........ i Ccawee 
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TaBLe 24.—Distribution of arrests according to 
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race, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1986 


All 
others 









32 8, 184 
59 14, 131 
7 2, 486 
13 3, 342 
4 872 
6 1, 634 
15 1, 035 
7 1, 181 
7| 1,278 
27 980 
30 1, 439 
4 1, 260 
2 2, 687 
15 3, 720 
8 | 572 
shai 2 
5 1, 027 
30 3, 831 
29 12, 955 
107 9, 617 
31 1, 611 
77 14, 181 
Ss 1, 361 
63 6, 100 
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TaBLe 25.—Number of arrests of Negroes and whites in yg to the number of 


each in the general population of the country, Jan. 


[Rate per 100,000 of population, excluding those under 15 years of age] 


Offense charged 


Criminal homicide 
Robbery 





Native 
white 


Foreign- 
born white 





NE ttn neha. actacee aad 


Burglary —breaking | or entering 
Larceny—theft o 
Auto theft... ....... 
Embezzlement and fraud 


Stolen property; buying, recciv ing, possessing 


Forgery and counterfeiting 
Rape_. 


Prostitution and commercialized vice 
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Narcotic drug laws. 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, 
Offenses against family and 
Liquor laws__- 

Driving while intoxicated _- 
Road and driving laws 
Parking violations 
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Other traffic and motor vehicle laws_.- 


Disorderly conduct 
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Tasie 26.—Number of native whites, number of foreign-born whites, and number of 
Negroes arrested and fingerprinted by age groups, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1936 


Number of arrests per 100,000 
Number arrested ofthe general population of 
the United States 
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At the end of March 1936 there were 5,800,815 fingerprint records 
and 6,928,321 index cards containing the names and aliases of indi- 
viduals on file in the Identification Division of the FBI. Of each 
100 fingerprint cards received during the first 3 months of 1936, more 
than 54 were identified with those on file in the Bureau. Fugitives 
numbering 1,460 were identified through fingerprint records during the 
same period, and the interested law-enforcement officials were imme- 
diately notified of the whereabouts of those fugitives. 

As of March 31, 1936, there were 9,624 police departments, peace 
officers, and law-enforcement agencies throughout the United States 


ms a countries voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the 
O 








